
from the desk of

Willie L.  Jordan
PResident

September 1, 2011

Dear Friend of Children,

Susie loved to go to school... except for one thing. She had no shoes, so she wore her 
mother’s old bedroom slippers. She came to the Mission’s Back-
to-School Clothing Giveaway, hoping to get a pair of shoes.

When I saw Susie’s filthy slippers, I realized how embarrassed 
she must feel, as I recalled the day I went to school barefooted, 
because I had no shoes.  All these years later I still remember 
how humiliated I felt.

Susie is like the children the L.A. Times article referred to: 
“Thousands of children go to school in rags.”  

When I looked into the bright eyes of little Susie, and saw 
her brand new tennis shoes, she gently touched my arm and 
said, “Thank you very much for my new shoes,” and I had to 
fight back tears.

As Marcia walked away my heart overflowed with gratitude 
to friends like you, because her “thank-you” should have gone to you, not me.  

You see, I am able to feed and clothe impoverished children like Susie only because 
of your financial support.  

I’m writing to you today because I genuinely need your help.  More needy families 
are coming to us for help.  Families have lost jobs and homes.  Parents must choose 
between food and rent.  So there is never money for new school clothes - - and nearly 
half a million children in this city go to school in hand-me-downs and rags.  

However, each $25 that you give will clothe and feed one needy child.  That’s why 
I’m asking you to prayerfully consider how many precious children you will help.

  
Generous partners like you have helped us through the years, as we have built 

missions and children’s homes in Korea, Africa, Hong Kong and post-war Japan.  I’ve 
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seen a lot of poverty, but it breaks my heart to see so much poverty in 
our beloved nation.

 
Now I am coming to you once again to ask for your help for 

children in this city who are eagerly awaiting the Mission’s Back-to-
School New Clothing Giveaway, so they aren’t forced to wear worn-
out shoes and ragged clothes for even one more day.

Since the shoes and some other items are donated, your gift of 
$25 will help me outfit one child to return to school ready to learn.  
$100 will outfit four children with new clothes, backpacks and school 
supplies - - and a larger gift bless even more children - - nearly 5,000 
of them.

Dear friend, I know times are hard - - but just imagine how hard 
they are for these children. That’s why I come to you asking for your 
help once again.

I won’t suggest an amount for you to give, but may I ask you to pray about this 
need, and then give whatever is right for you?

Together with you, we will touch the lives of those whom Jesus called, “the least 
of these,” as we share the Bread of Life with hungry souls - - and meet their urgent 
physical needs.

Please use the enclosed card to indicate how many children you will feed and 
clothe - - at $25 for each child - - and place your check in the return envelope.  

“My children were so happy with the new clothes,” Susie’s mother said.  “They just 
kept trying on the clothes over and over and asking me, ‘How do I look Mommy?’”

Your willingness to share with the less fortunate is a wonderful encouragement to 
me personally.  And your sharing blesses those we serve - - like little Susie.

I pray for you, friend. May God bless you for sharing.

Your Friend and Partner,

Willie L. Jordan (Mrs. Fred Jordan)

P.S.
Our Heavenly Father feeds the birds of the air, and clothes the lilies of the field.  
Will you help me feed and clothe poverty’s tiniest victims – the children?
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